NAnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 5, 2022
The Honorable Dianne Feinstein The Honorable John Kennedy
Subcommittee on Energy and Water Subcommittee on Energy and Water
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
Room S-128, U.S. Capitol Room $-128, U.S. Capitol
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Feinstein and Ranking Member Kennedy:

As you begin work on the Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Energy and Water Development, and Related
Agencies Appropriations bill, we respectfully request inclusion of funding for the Southeast
Crescent Regional Commission (SCRC) at the currently authorized level of $33 Million.

The SCRC is an independent federal agency dedicated to promoting economic development in
the Southeastern United States — specifically Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North
Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia. Established in the model of other regional commissions,
such as the Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) and Delta Regional Authority, the SCRC,
if appropriately funded, will serve as a significant federal resource for jobs and businesses,
particularly in distressed and underserved communities.

The SCRC was created through the 2008 Farm Bill alongside the Northern Border Regional
Commission and Southwest Border Regional Commission to address and improve economic
conditions in communities across the nation lacking access to capital and adequate public
infrastructure. Commission investments to grow business and job development opportunities
include basic public infrastructure, workforce training, and telecommunications, among other
key assets. The SCRC is led by governors of the region’s seven states and a presidentially-
appointed co-chair.

We urge your consideration of fully funding the Southeast Crescent Regional Commission at the
authorized level in the Fiscal Year 2023 Energy and Water Development, and Related Agencies
Appropriations bill. Additional federal resources will be critical to promote sustainable
economies, job and business development, and improved quality of life throughout the Southeast
United States. Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,
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Tim Kaine Mark R. Warner
United States Senator United States Senator
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i{aphael G. Warnock
United States Senator ited States Senator




